
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
FIRST READING                  (Isaiah 35:1-6, 10) 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
“Courage!  Do not be afraid. 
 

“Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.” 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 
 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 145 
 

Response:  Come, Lord, and save us. 
 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.  R/ 
 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan.  R/ 
 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age.  R/ 

 
SECOND READING                        (James 5:7-10) 
 

A reading from the letter of St James 
 

Do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will 
be soon.  Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s 
coming.  Think of a farmer:  how patiently he waits 
for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains!  You too 
have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the 

Lord’s coming will be soon.  Do not make 
complaints against one another, brothers, so as not 
to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge 
is already to be seen waiting at the gates.  For your 
example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSE 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL                             (Matthew 11:2-11) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
Response: And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew. 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing 
and he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or have we got to wait for 
someone else?"  Jesus answered, “Go back and 
tell John what you hear and see; the blind see 
again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and 
the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me”. 
 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to 
talk to the people about John:  “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see?  A reed swaying in 
the breeze?  No?  Then what did you go out to 
see?  A man wearing fine clothes?  Oh no, those 
who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces.  
Then what did you go out for?  To see a prophet?  
Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he 
is the one of whom scripture says: 
 

Look, I am going to send my messenger before 
you; he will prepare your way before you. 
 

“I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of 
women, a greater than John the Baptist has never 
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he is.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Response:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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15TH DECEMBER 2019 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Sat 14th 18:15 Hugh and Bridget Canavan St Patrick’s 

Sun 15th 09:00 Olga Mascarenhas including Baptism Our Lady’s 

3rd Sunday 11:00 Paddy McDowell St Patrick’s 

of Advent 17:00 Mass in Polish St Patrick’s 

Mon 16th  

 12:00 Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion St Patrick’s 

Tue 17th Ferial 

 12:00 Donor’s Intention Our Lady’s 

Wed 18th Ferial 

 12.00 Tudor Perera (Anniversary) St Patrick’s 

Thur 19th Ferial 

 12:00 Nancy McManus Our Lady’s 

 19:00 Advent Penitential Service St Patrick’s 

Fri 20th Ferial 

 12:00 Gorman Family Intention St Patrick’s 

Sat 21st Ferial 

  15:00 Crib Service for Children; followed by Party Our Lady’s 

  18:15 Patricia Dooney St Patrick’s 

Sun 22nd 09:00 Rod Ions Our Lady’s 

4th Sunday 11:00 Lawrence Vambe, RIP St Patrick’s 

of Advent 17:00 Mass in Polish St Patrick’s 

 
Newsletter items:  newsletter@stpatrickstelford.com 

Please send items by 5pm on Wednesday 

 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025) 

 

 

Data Protection Privacy Notice 
Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners.  All personal information is collected, processed and stored in 

accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.  This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of 

the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes.  You can read our full privacy notice at 

www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice. 
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PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 
We remember in prayer all who have died, all who 
are mourning the death of a loved one, and all 
those whose anniversaries occur about this time. 
 

MONEY MATTERS 
Last Sunday’s Offertory Collections: 

St Patrick’s:  £ 1,003.19 
Our Lady’s:  £ 480.30 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Enrolment forms are available in the porch for the 
First Holy Communion programme.  Children must 
be in year 3 or above.  The dates are on the forms. 
Please put completed forms in the gold box. 

 
RCIA 

We will begin a new RCIA course in January. The 
dates will be announced soon. Please add your 
name to the sheet on the notice board at either 
church if you would like to attend. The course is for 
anybody wishing to have a deeper understanding 
of our shared faith. 
 

POLISH COMMUNITY CONFIRMATION 
Our prayerful congratulations go out to all those 
members of the Polish community who yesterday 
(Saturday) were Confirmed at St Patrick’s by Mgr 
Stefan Wylezek, the Head of the Polish Catholic 
Mission in England and Wales.  We congratulate all 
their family members and their catechists. 

 
CRIB SERVICE  

This year’s children’s liturgy service, 
on Saturday, 21st December is at 
3.30pm, and is a Crib Service.  The 
children are invited to dress up and act 
out the story of the nativity whilst the 

story is read out loud (no words to learn!) 
 

Children can come dressed as a character or 
animal but there are a few spare costumes if 
your child doesn’t have one. 

 

Following the short service there will be a party 
hosted by DJ Layton until 5.30pm. 
 

All children, from both parishes are invited to come 
along and share in this lovely annual event.  
 

Please sign up your family on our sheet on the 
noticeboard so we can cater appropriately. 

 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

Draft copies of the matters discussed at the recent 
meeting of the PPC are now available.  They are 
not the Minutes of the meeting because they have 
not yet been approved by the members of the 
Council.  They give parishioners an outline of the 
subjects discussed at the meeting. 

 

 

 
 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

As we continue our “count-down to Christmas” – 
there will be seven Masses in our parishes to 
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord: 
 

On Tuesday, 24th December: 
Christmas Vigil Mass (Family Mass) 

at 6.00pm in St Patrick’s 
at 8.00pm in Our Lady’s 

Polish Vigil Mass at 8.00pm in St Patrick’s 
Service of Carols and Reading 

at 11.30pm in St Patrick’s 
leading to... 

On Wednesday, 25th December: 
Christmas Midnight Mass in St Patrick’s 

Christmas Dawn Mass at 9.00am in Our Lady’s 
Christmas Day Mass at 11.00am in St Patrick’s 

Polish Day Mass at 5.00pm in St Patrick’s 
 

We have need of Readers, Eucharistic Ministers 
and Servers at our Christmas Masses.  If you 
want to volunteer your services, please “sign-
up” on the list in the porch.  Thank you. 

 

A Penitential Service has been arranged at St 
Patrick’s Church this Thursday, 19th December at 
7.00pm. 
 

 
OUR LADY’S SVP  

Many thanks to all who supported the Bring & Buy 
Stall at Our Lady’s last Sunday.  It raised £266-39 
for the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society 
within Our Lady’s Parish. 
 

Two of our young parishioners, CJ and Daisy, have 
been busy raising funds by holding sales, running 
raffles etc over the last few months.  They have 
raised the magnificent sum of £503 which they 
have donated to SVP.   
 

On behalf of the SVP Janet Beyer (President) 
would like to thank CJ and Daisy for all their efforts 
and the support of all parishioners. 

 
WASHROOM UPGRADE 

The up-grade to the washroom at St Patrick’s has 
now been completed.  We are grateful to our 
Maintenance team for the work they did in doing 
this. 
 

Again, sorry for the “inconvenience”! 
 

CATHOLIC VOICE 

Free copies of the Catholic Voice are available. 
Please take one home with you. 

 
 

 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Today we look forward to welcoming all those 
who have booked into the Parish Christmas 
Lunch:  1pm for 1.30pm.  If you need to know 
how to get to the Ramada Hotel, there really are 
directions available from the church porch.  

 
THE CAFOD GROUP 

150 Club 
The first draw for the new session of the 150 Club 
will take place after the Liturgy of the Word 
on Monday, 16th at St. Patrick’s Church.  The draw 
will include four prizes £30, £15, £10 and £5. 
 

Members are welcome to be present for the draw.   
 

If you are not a member now is your chance to join.  
Members pay £1 for each of twenty weeks.  The 
payment can be made in full (£20) or in 
instalments.  Each week there is a draw for four 
prizes:  £30; £15; £10 and £5.  In the twentieth 
week there is also a bonus prize of £100. 
 

See the CAFOD representative in the Church 
porch if you want to join. 
 

HOLY TRINITY ACADEMY NEWS – 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCY 

Holy Trinity Academy has been developing over 
the past four years.  The student numbers have 
risen from 300 in 2015, to 735 as we enter our fifth 
year.  During this time the progress 8 results have 
been stable at between 0.23 and 0.25 above 
national and local averages.  In 2018 we had 
Ofsted and Faith based inspections, achieving 
GOOD status in both.  The school is stable, doing 
well and continuing to grow. 
 

We currently have vacancies for 2 Governors, one 
Catholic foundation governor and one Anglican Co-
opted governor.  If anyone is interested in these 
roles, please discuss this with your clergy for more 
information.  More information and news can be 
found on http://holytrinity.academy/ 
 

Mark Anderson – Chair of Governors. 
 

ROTAS 
New Rotas are available in the porch at St Patrick’s 
for Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Counters, 
Welcomers and Repository.  
 

We thank you all for your help.  
 

 
STAMP COLLECTION FOR RNIB 

Especially at this this time, when you may have 
more postal deliveries than usual, please continue 
to add your stamps to the collection boxes in the 
porch.  

TODAY’S BAPTISM 
We SHALL celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism at 
today’s Mass at Our Lady’s.  We shall welcome 
into the Church baby Miks Rieksts, and we also 
congratulate his parents and family members. 
 

GAUDETE SUNDAY 
Gaudete Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent, 
publicly marks one of the underlying themes of this 
season:  joy!  Coming from the Latin word meaning 
“rejoice”, Gaudete is the watermark of today’s 
liturgy.  Joy jumps out at us from today’s prayers, 
readings, psalm, and no doubt from our songs and 
hymns. 
 

Why be joyful?  The sole reason is that Christ, 
whose advent we await is coming not to condemn 
or call us to task, but to set us free.  The Jews 
longed for the coming of the Messiah; we are 
encouraged to yearn with a joyful expectation for 
the coming of Jesus.  Jesus is coming not to judge 
but to save.  This caused the psalmist to sing with 
joy:  “Come, Lord, and save us.” 
 

QUOTE FOR TODAY 
The opposite of joy is not sorrow, but happiness.  
Happiness comes from a stimulus – things make 
us happy.  But joy is a deeper state of being which 
does not depend on what’s happening to us at the 
moment.  For Christians it’s based on a promise 
that will never be rescinded.  That’s why Gaudete 
Sunday is not just about happiness – it’s about 
rejoicing! 

David Silverhill 
 

PRAYER FROM MASS 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Embolism to Lord’s Prayer at Mass 
 

PARISH DIARY 
SP = St Patrick’s; OL = Our Lady’s 

 

December 
 

15th 3rd Sunday in Advent 
 Parish Christmas Lunch 
17th SVP meets SP 
18th St Patrick’s School Carol Service (in school) 
19th Reconciliation Service SP 
21st Crib Service and Children’s party OL 
 

22nd 4th Sunday in Advent 
 

25th  Christmas Day 
 

29th Feast of the Holy Family 
  

http://holytrinity.academy/

