
 

PALM SUNDAY READINGS 
 

 
FIRST READING                          Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue.  So 
that I may know how to reply to the wearied he 
provides me with speech.  Each morning he 
wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple.  The 
Lord has opened my ear.  For my part, I made 
no resistance, neither did I turn away.  I offered 
my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to 
those who tore at my beard; I did not cover my 
face against insult and spittle.  The Lord comes 
to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults.  So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I 
shall not be shamed. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Psalm 21 
 

Response:   My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me? 

 

1. All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him, 
let him release him if this is his friend.’  R/ 
 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me, 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet 
I can count every one of my bones.  R/ 
 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me!  R/ 
 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are 
assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’  R/ 

 

SECOND READING             Philippians 2:6-11 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians 
 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not 
cling to his equality with God but emptied 
himself to assume the condition of a slave, and 
became as men are; and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
death on a cross.  But God raised him high and 
gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on 
earth and in the underworld, should bend the 
knee at the name of Jesus and that every 
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, 

king of eternal glory! 

Christ was humbler yet, 

Even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

And gave him the name 

which is above all names. 

Praise to you, O Christ, 

king of eternal glory! 

 

THE PASSION 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 
 

The Readings continue with the reading of St 
Matthew’s account of the Passion.  The length of 
the Passion prevents us from even putting a 
small extract on this page. 
 

However, we do invite you to look-up the Passion 
in your own bible at home, and to read the 
Passion, reflecting on all that is written. 
 

You will find the start of the Passion Reading at 
Chapter 26 of St Matthew’s Gospel, starting at 
verse 14 (“One of the Twelve, the man called 
Judas Iscariot…”).  The Reading continues right 
the way through to Chapter 27 and verse 66. 
 

The Passion takes us through all the events 
that we celebrate during this Holy Week:  the 
Last Supper; the arrest and trial of Jesus; his 
condemnation to death; his passion; his death 
on the cross; and his burial. 
 

Although circumstances prevent us gathering 
together to celebrate Holy Week, we can follow 
celebrations by streaming from the Cathedral 
and elsewhere.  Details of times and venues 
can be found in this week’s Newsletter. 
 

 

THE BEACON  
Parish Priest:  Fr Alban Greenwood 

The Presbytery, King Street, WELLINGTON, TF1 3AP 

Telephone:  01952 – 242423 

web:  www.stpatrickstelford.com & www.our-lady-telford.co.uk  

e-mail:  ccntelford@gmail.com 

mailing list e-mail: olrnewsletter@yahoo.co.uk 

also Fr Wiktor Ostrowski, (Polish Community) 

 11 Harvington Close, Wellington, TF1 3EX Tel: 07926 044405 
 

St Patrick’s Primary School 

North Road, Wellington, 

Telford, TF1 3ER 

Holy Trinity Academy 

Teece Drive, Priorslee, 

Telford, TF3 9SF  

St Luke’s Primary School 

Church Road, Trench, 

Telford, TF2 7HG 

 

5TH APRIL 2020 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 

Until further notice, we can no longer celebrate Public Masses. 

The Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation is suspended until further notice. 
 

Sat 4th Live stream is available 

Sun 5th from Shrewsbury Cathedral at 08:30hrs and 10:45hrs 

Palm Sunday  on www.dioceseof shrewsbury.org/ 

of the Passion of 

Our Lord 

 

Mon 6th Monday of Holy Week 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Tue 7th Tuesday of Holy Week 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Wed 8th Wednesday of Holy Week 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Thur 9th Holy Thursday – Live stream on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper in the Cathedral at 19:30hrs 

Fri 10th Good Friday – Live stream on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

 Stations of the Cross in the Cathedral at 10:00hrs 
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion in the Cathedral at 15:00hrs 

Sat 11th Holy Saturday  

  No sacraments are celebrated today. 

 11th Easter Vigil – Live stream on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

  The Easter Vigil in the Cathedral at 20:15hrs 

Sun 12th Live stream for each Mass on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Easter Sunday Easter Masses celebrated at 08:30hrs and 10:45hrs  

 

Newsletter items:  newsletter@stpatrickstelford.com 

Please send items by 5pm on Wednesday 
 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025) 

 
 

Data Protection Privacy Notice 
Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners.  All personal information is collected, processed and stored in 

accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.  This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of 

the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes.  You can read our full privacy notice at 

www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice 

http://www.stpatrickstelford.com/
http://www.our-lady-telford.co.uk/
mailto:ccntelford@gmail.com
mailto:olrnewsletter@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.dioceseof/
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/
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PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 
Your prayers are asked for the sick and the 
housebound and all those who are in hospital, the 
Hospice or local nursing homes, and for all who 
receive Holy Communion at home.  We remember 
especially all those suffering from the effects of the 
corona virus; especially the doctors, nurses and all 
medical staff at the PRH and RSH; also all the staff 
at our local nursing homes. 
 

We remember in prayer all who have died:  
especially Brian Newman (d 20th March), Michael 
(Mick) Cruise (d 23 March), Deacon Fred 
Beddow who was for over 30 years a Deacon at 
the Cathedral (d last Saturday, 28th), Deacon Peter 
Bravey (of St Mary’s, Crewe, d 30th), Patrick 
Gannon (d 29th in Ireland) the father of Canon 
Michael Gannon one of our diocesan Vicars 
General, Frank Burns (d suddenly on 1st April) and 
Michael Lauriello; all who are mourning the death 
of a loved one, and all whose anniversaries occur 
about this time. 
 

PARISH SACRAMENT CELEBRATIONS 
Because we are not able to gather together a 
number of special celebrations have had to be 
postponed.  Fr Alban thanks the families who have 
postponed the Baptism of their child; and the 
couples who have postponed the date of their 
Marriage. 
 

Because of the uncertainties as to when we can 
resume public services, we have had to postpone 
the preparation and celebrations of First Holy 
Communions (the children have already received 
God’s forgiveness for the first time).  Likewise, we 
have had to postpone the deanery celebration of 
Confirmation at the end of May. 
 

We hope that we can soon come together to 
enable fitting and worthy celebrations for all those 
caught-up in these postponements, and their 
families and friends as well.  Fr Alban thanks them 
for their patience and understanding at what must 
be difficult times for all of them. 

 
CANCELLATIONS OF SERVICES 

We also thank all those who volunteered to lead 
the Sunday afternoon Stations of the Cross. 
 

Unfortunately, the ecumenical service which was 
scheduled to be held at Our Lady’s Church this 
Palm Sunday afternoon has also had to be 
cancelled. 
 

Likewise, the Good Friday Family Stations of the 
Cross has had to be cancelled as has the 
traditional Churches Together Walk of Witness in 
Wellington. 
 

We hope and pray that “normal services” will be 
able to be restored next Lent so that we can once 
again come together to celebrate these events. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
This week we follow the events of the last few days 
in the earthly life of Jesus – his suffering and death, 
and then his glorious resurrection.  Unfortunately, 
we cannot do so publicly together, but we can live-
stream if we have access to the internet. 

 
PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY 

Today we begin Holy 
Week with the entry of 
Jesus into Jerusalem 
when the people 
welcomed him as their 
King and their Messiah – 
but this king’s crown 
would be thorns, and his 
throne would be the cross. 
 

Palms will be blessed for 
our use and distributed as 

soon as we are able to. 
 

You can live-stream the Mass from the Cathedral 
(details on page 1 of this Newsletter).  If you wish 
you can also watch Pope Francis celebrating 
from St Peter’s in Rome at 10:00hrs BST on 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 
 

THE MASS OF THE SACRED CHRISM 

Following the lead of Pope Francis, the 
Bishops of England and Wales have 
decided that the Mass of the Sacred 
Chrism will be postponed across 
England and Wales until the public 
health crisis has passed.  The Chrism 
Mass previously announced to be 
celebrated on the morning of Holy 
Thursday in the Cathedral will now take 
place later in the year when once again 
priests and people can come together to 
celebrate this special annual Mass in a 
fitting and worthy manner. 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
In the washing of the feet at today’s Mass we 
remember the service to one another commanded 
us by Jesus.  This is especially relevant to our 
present situation as we are caught up in the 
COVID-19 health problems. 
 

As the disciples joined Jesus in the Upper Room, 
so we join together for our fraternal meal – the 
Mass – when we shall commemorate the Last 
Supper the night before Jesus died, when the Lord 
gave us the sacrament of love and unity.  The 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper is at 19:30hrs in the 
Cathedral.  The Cathedral Mass will be live-
streamed, as will the Pope’s Mass from St Peter’s 
Basilica at 17:00hrs on the morning of Maundy 
Thursday. 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday’s Liturgy is 
absolutely unique – there 
is nothing quite like it 
throughout the whole 
year.  The subject that 
occupies the Church 
today is the death of her 
Lord – so it is a sense of 
mourning that pre-
dominates.  Yet the texts of the Service show again 
and again that the death of Christ is not to be 
separated from his resurrection.  It is viewed 
against Christ’s triumph – it is a celebration. 
 

The Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion will take 
place at 15:00hrs in the Cathedral (and will be live-
streamed).  Pope Francis will celebrate the Passion 
of the Lord in St Peter’s, Rome at 17:00hrs (again it 
will be live-streamed). 
 

Stations of the Cross will take place at 10:00hrs in 
the Cathedral; and at Rome will take place in front 
of St Peter’s Basilica at 20:00hrs.  Once again, 
both services will be live-streamed. 

 
HOLY SATURDAY 

The Church, as it were, enters the tomb with the 
Lord, as it awaits the resurrection.  No sacraments 
are celebrated today. 

 
THE EASTER VIGIL 

The Lent Services 

and the Holy Week 

services prepare us to 

celebrate the 

resurrection of the 

Lord, the greatest 

feast of the Church.  

In the Vigil we recall 

how God formed a 

people to be his own; 

how he saved that 

people not only in the 

past but even now; we celebrate our Baptism – 

how we form that People today.  The Lord will 

again pass among his People:  he will come into 

our hearts and share with us his new, risen life. 
 

Although the Easter Vigil is often a fairly long 
Service, it does take us through Word and 
Sacrament through the history of salvation and 
builds upon our own hope and faith in our 
resurrection.  The Vigil will be celebrated in 
Shrewsbury Cathedral at 20:15hrs; the Papal 
Easter Vigil will be celebrated in St Peter’s Basilica 
at 20:00hrs.  Both Vigils will be live-streamed.  The 
Pope’s Vigil should carry an English commentary, 
making it easier for us to follow. 

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES 

The Easter celebrations continue with the other 
Masses on Easter Day.  We renew our Baptismal 
Promises, and in doing so align ourselves with the 
Risen Life of Christ. 
 

The morning Masses at the Cathedral will be 
livestreamed at the times shown on page 1 of the 
Newsletter.  The Pope’s Mass will be at 10:00 
BST and will be followed by the Pope’s “Urbi et 
Orbi” blessing – the pope’s traditional blessing 
upon the city and the world on Easter morning.  
Again, the Mass from Rome will be livestreamed  

 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE PARISH 

These are difficult times for us all. The Parish of 
course has to continue to pay its way – despite 
saving on the heating! 
 

Like all charities we will feel the impact of not 
having a regular income.  You yourselves will have 
the same pressures, especially if you are on a low 
income or zero hours contracts. 
 

If you can set your usual offertory gift aside and 
bring it when things return to normal it would help – 
but only if you are able. 
 

If you wish to set up a Standing Order either 
permanently or in order to continue to make your 
regular Offertory giving to the Parish during the 
period when Mass is not being celebrated in public, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01952 242423 
and talk to Moira or e-mail  Mike Russell (from the 
Diocesan Planned Giving & Gift Aid Service) 
including your name, phone number and name of 
the Parish.  Mike’s email address is : 
mike.russell@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
 

THIS WEEK 
If you urgently need the services of a priest, 
please contact Father Michael Hartley on 01952 
586118 

 
2020 PILGRIMAGE CANCELLATION 

Fr David Long, the Pilgrimage 
Director, has written, “It is with a 
heavy heart and great sadness that 
after consultation with the Bishop, our 
chief medical officer and matron and 
other key members of our planning 
team it has been decided that due to 
the Covid 19 pandemic we have had 
to cancel our 2020 Pilgrimage…. I will 
be writing to all those who have 
already made bookings for this year’s 
pilgrimage through our Pilgrimage Office offering 
them a full refund of monies paid.  I am sure that 
this will be a huge disappointment to all of you as it 
is to me and my team but the safety and welfare of 
all our pilgrims is our absolute priority.” 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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