
 

EASTER SUNDAY MASS READINGS 
 

 
FIRST READING                      Acts 10:34, 37-43 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:  
“You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth 
and how he began in Galilee, after John had 
been preaching baptism.  God had anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
because God was with him, Jesus went about 
doing good and curing all who had fallen into 
the power of the devil.  Now I, and those with 
me, can witness to everything he did throughout 
the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem 
itself:  and also to the fact that they killed him 
by hanging him on a tree, yet three days 
afterwards God raised him to life and allowed 
him to be seen, not by the whole people but only 
by certain witnesses God had chosen 
beforehand.  Now we are those witnesses – we 
have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered 
us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them 
that God has appointed him to judge everyone, 
alive or dead.  It is to him that all the prophets 
bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus 
will have their sins forgiven through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Response: Thanks be to God 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                   Psalm 117 
 

Response:   My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me? 

 

1. All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him, 
let him release him if this is his friend.’  R/ 
 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me, 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet 
I can count every one of my bones.  R/ 
 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me!  R/ 

 

SECOND READING                 Colossians: 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Colossians 
 

Since you have been brought back to true life 
with Christ, you must look for the things that are 
in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right 
hand.  Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, 
not on the things that are on the earth, because 
you have died, and now the life you have is 
hidden with Christ in God but when Christ is 
revealed – and he is your life – you too will be 
revealed in all your glory with him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, our passover, has been sacrificed; 
let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL                                    John 20:1-9 
 

The Lord be with you. 
R/ And with your spirit. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John. 
R/ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was very early on the first day of the week and 
still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the 
tomb.  She saw that the stone had been moved 
away from the tomb and came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus 
loved.  “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb,” she said “and we don't know where they 
have put him.” 
 

So Peter set out with the other disciples to go to 
the tomb.  They ran together, but the other 
disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the 
tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen 
cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in.  
Simon Peter who was following now came up, 
went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on 
the ground, and also the cloth that had been 
over his head; this was not with the linen cloths 
but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other 
disciple who had reached the tomb first also 
went in; he saw and he believed.  Till this 
moment they had failed to understand the 
teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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12TH APRIL 2020 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Until further notice, we can no longer celebrate Public Masses. 

The Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation is suspended until further notice. 
 

Sat 11th Live stream is available 

Sun 12th from Shrewsbury Cathedral at 08:30hrs and 10:45hrs 

Easter Sunday on www.dioceseof shrewsbury.org/ 

Mon 13th Monday of the Easter Octave 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Tue 14th Tuesday of the Easter Octave 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Wed 15th Wednesday of the Easter Octave 

 Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Thur 16th Thursday of the Easter Octave –  

                    Live stream on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Fri 17th Friday of the Easter Octave –  

                    Live stream on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Sat 18th Saturday of the Easter Octave  

  Live stream at 12:15 on www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 

Sun 19th Live Stream is available 

2nd Sunday of Easter                  from Shrewsbury Cathedral at 08:30hrs and 10:45hrs 

                                   on www.dioceseof shrewsbury.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter items:  newsletter@stpatrickstelford.com 

Please send items by 5pm on Wednesday 
 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025) 
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www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice 
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PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 
Your prayers are asked for the sick and the 
housebound and all those who are in hospital, the 
Hospice or local nursing homes, and for all who 
receive Holy Communion at home.  We remember 
especially all those suffering from the effects of the 
corona virus; especially the doctors, nurses and all 
medical staff at the PRH and RSH; also all the staff 
at our local nursing homes. 
 

We remember in prayer all who have died:  
especially Frank Burns (d suddenly on 1st April) 
and Michael Lauriello; all who are mourning the 
death of a loved one, and all whose anniversaries 
occur about this time. 
 

 
EASTER GREETINGS! 

 

Dear All, 
 

Hope you are all managing to keep calm and 
adjusting as best you can to the extraordinary 
situation in which we find ourselves. 
 

If you are reading this newsletter after Saturday 
evening – Happy Easter.  All the priests of our 
Deanery hope and pray that we can keep that 
Easter hope alive in our hearts at this present time. 
 

The events during Holy Week in the Lord’s life 
reminds us that out of suffering and tragedy there 
comes new life.  In our own days there are signs of 
new life:  a generosity of spirit, and an outpouring 
of love on the many people we often take for 
granted.  There is also a heightened awareness of 
those around us who are vulnerable at this time. 
 

This Holy Week is like no other, and we have 
become aware of how we need each other’s 
prayers, and the prayers of the whole Church to 
support us at this time. 
 

We are lucky to be able to be in communion with 
the Pope Francis, via the Vatican website, and also 
our own Cathedral in Shrewsbury, as well as many 
other places. 
 

We can be united in prayer – even though we are 
physically apart. 
 

Thanks for the many messages of support you 
have given – they have been most appreciated. 
 

Be assured of our love and prayers, 
 

Fr. Michael Hartley, Madeley & Dawley 
Fr Alban Greenwood, Wellington & Trench 
Fr Anthony Wild, Newport & Market Drayton 
Fr Tom Cunnah, Shifnal & Albrighton 
Fr Iain Griffiths, Bridgnorth 
Fr Wiktor Ostrowski, Polish Community 
Fr Joseph Donlan 
Fr Terence Coyne 
Deacon David Hill, Newport & Market Drayton 
 

EASTER SUNDAY LIVESTREAM MASSES 
 

Shrewsbury Cathedral 

http://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral 
 

Easter Vigil:  Saturday, 20:15hrs 

Easter Morning:  Sunday, 08:30hrs and 10:45hrs 
 

The Pope’s own Celebrations in St Peter’s 

Basilica, Rome 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 
 

Easter Vigil:  Saturday, 20:00hrs BST 

Easter Morning:  Sunday, 10:00hrs BST 

At the end of Mass, the Pope will impart his “Urbi et 

Orbi” Blessing 
 

If you prefer to livestream a more “homely” parish 
church celebration, then you can always log-on to 
http://www.churchservices.tv .  In the “churches” 
section you will find where livestreaming is now 
available across the UK and Ireland, and also the 
schedule of service times. 
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE PARISH 
These are difficult times for us all. The Parish of 
course has to continue to pay its way – despite 
saving on the heating! 
 

Like all charities we will feel the impact of not 
having a regular income.  You yourselves will have 
the same pressures, especially if you are on a low 
income or zero hours contracts. 
 

If you can set your usual offertory gift aside and 
bring it when things return to normal it would help – 
but only if you are able. 
 

If you wish to set up a Standing Order either 
permanently or in order to continue to make your 
regular Offertory giving to the Parish during the 
period when Mass is not being celebrated in public, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01952 242423 
and talk to Moira or e-mail  Mike Russell (from the 
Diocesan Planned Giving & Gift Aid Service) 
including your name, phone number and name of 
the Parish.  Mike’s email address is : 
mike.russell@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
 

THIS WEEK 
If you urgently need the services of a priest, 
please contact Father Michael Hartley on 01952 
586118. 
 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY 

“Given the escalation of the Coronavirus, hospitals 
are having constantly to review their policy on 
visiting the sick which includes chaplaincy access 
to patients.  Although each hospital will determine 
its own approach to these matters, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that giving access to chaplains is 
difficult due to the scarcity of PPE, the risk of 
contagion to the chaplain, as well as the chaplain 
becoming another link in the chain of infection.    
 

“Contact details of chaplains and priests are 
available for telephone support of those who 
need it.  Priests and chaplains must follow the 
visiting instructions from Hospital and Trust 
authorities. 
 

“Whilst this runs counter to our instinct to provide 
personal end-of-life sacramental and pastoral care, 
in the current circumstances minimising the spread 
of the virus must be the priority of all. 
 

Bishop Paul Mason,  on behalf of the Bishops 
Conference. 
 
Dear All,   
I thought the above, might be good for you to know 
at this time. 
 

In the local deanery we are endeavouring to meet 
the pastoral needs of those who need to see the 
priest – but this may not always be possible.  
Please pray for the priests as well! 
Fr. Alban 

 
2020 PILGRIMAGE CANCELLATION 

Fr David Long, the Pilgrimage 
Director, has written, “It is with a 
heavy heart and great sadness that 
after consultation with the Bishop, our 
chief medical officer and matron and 
other key members of our planning 
team it has been decided that due to 
the Covid 19 pandemic we have had 
to cancel our 2020 Pilgrimage…. I will 
be writing to all those who have 
already made bookings for this year’s 
pilgrimage through our Pilgrimage Office offering 
them a full refund of monies paid.  I am sure that 
this will be a huge disappointment to all of you as it 
is to me and my team but the safety and welfare of 
all our pilgrims is our absolute priority.” 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

 
 
On Easter Sunday we celebrate the fact that Jesus 

has risen from the dead and is alive! 
 

Read the Gospel above with your family. 
 

Why did Mary return to the tomb on Sunday 
morning? - Jesus had died late on Friday afternoon 
and the women had begun to embalm his body 
with spices and ointments in preparation for burial, 
as was their custom. The Jewish Sabbath began at 
sunset on the Friday evening and work was not 
allowed on the Sabbath, so they had to wait until 
the Sunday to complete their task. 
 

What did Mary find when she arrived at the tomb? 
 

Who did she tell? 
 

As the disciples ran to the tomb can you imagine 
what they must have been thinking? 

- Had someone taken the Lord’s body away? 
- Where had they put him? 
- Could the unimaginable have happened? 

 

Peter and John had raced to the tomb and found it 
empty. They could hardly believe that Jesus might 
be alive, but at that moment they began to believe 
that something as wonderful as this could really 
happen. 
 

On Easter Day, and throughout the season of 
Easter a special candle is lit to remind us that 
Jesus, the ‘light of the world’, has destroyed death 
and is alive. We light this candle at all Masses until 
Pentecost and again during baptisms and funerals 
throughout the year. It is a symbol of new life. 
 

What do we give to each other on Easter Sunday 
as symbols of new life? – Easter eggs! 
Just as the chick in an egg must break free from its 
shell to bring a new life, so too, Jesus had to break 
free from death in the tomb. He had a new life, 
which God has promised to us all. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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