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Parish Priest:  Fr Alban Greenwood 

The Presbytery, King Street, WELLINGTON, TF1 3AP 
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15TH NOVEMBER 2020 
 

THE 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

The Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation is suspended until further notice. 
Fr Alban will celebrate a Private Mass at St Patrick’s each day during the lockdown. 

 

Sun 15th The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  November Dead List St Patrick’s 

Mon 16th Ferial 
  November Dead List St Patrick’s 

Tue 17th Ferial 
  November Dead List 

St Patrick’s open for private prayer from noon – 1.00pm 

St Patrick’s 

Wed 18th Ferial 
  November Dead List 

Reception of Geraldine Tudor into church (Invitation only) 
St Patrick’s 

Thurs 19th Ferial 

  Funeral Mass for Geraldine Tudor (Invitation only) St Patrick’s 

Fri 19th Ferial 
  November Dead List St Patrick’s 

Sat 20th Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   November Dead List St Patrick’s 

Sun 21st Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King 

  November Dead List St Patrick’s 

 
Newsletter items:  newsletter@stpatrickstelford.com  

Please send items by 5pm on Wednesday 
 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025) 

 
Data Protection Privacy Notice 

Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners.  All personal information is collected, processed and stored in 
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.  This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of 
the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes.  You can read our full privacy notice at 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice 
 

NEWS DURING THE SECOND LOCKDOWN 
UPON REFLECTION, ONE OF THE THINGS WE COULD HAVE DONE BETTER IN THE FIRST LOCK-
DOWN WAS TO ESTABLISH IMPROVED LINES OF COMMUNICATION WITH PARISHIONERS.  TO 
THIS END, WE ARE USING OUR DATA-BASE OF EMAIL ADDRESSES TO DISTRIBUTE OUR 
PARISH NEWSLETTERS, AND EVENTUALLY OTHER ITEMS OF NEWS. 
 

IF THERE ARE OTHER PARISHIONERS LIVING CLOSE TO YOU, BUT WITHOUT EMAIL, YOU MAY 
WISH TO PRINT-OFF THE NEWSLETTER AND DELIVER IT TO THEM.  IN THIS WAY AS MANY AS 
POSSIBLE WILL BE KEPT IN THE “NEWS LOOP”. 
 

http://www.stpatrickstelford.com/
http://www.our-lady-telford.co.uk/
mailto:ccntelford@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@stpatrickstelford.com
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice


PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 
Your prayers are asked for the sick and the housebound 
and all those who are in hospital, the Hospice or local 
nursing homes.  We remember especially the doctors, 
nurses and all medical staff at the Princess Royal and 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospitals; also all the staff at our 
local nursing and care homes during this time of 
pandemic. 
 

We remember in prayer all who have died, especially 
Geraldine Tudor (Funeral Mass on Thursday, 
invitations only), and all who are mourning the death of a 
loved one, and all whose anniversaries occur about this 
time. 
 

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
For November, Pope Francis asks us all to keep in our 
prayers the following intention: 
 

“That the progress of 
robotics and artificial intelligence 
may always serve humankind.” 

 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 

If you are shielding or otherwise can’t get to church for 
Mass, you can livestream the Mass from the Cathedral 
in Shrewsbury. 
 

At Shrewsbury Cathedral 

http://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral 
 

Sunday Morning:  Sunday, 08:00hrs & 11:00hrs 

Weekday Mass:  Daily at 07:30hrs.  
 

If you prefer to livestream a more “homely” parish 
church celebration, then you can always log-on to 
http://www.churchservices.tv.  In the “churches” 
section you will find where livestreaming is now 
available across the UK and Ireland, and also the 
schedule of service times. 

 
RECEPTION CLASS SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery 
St Luke’s Catholic Primary School 

Are you looking for a family orientated, Ofsted-rated 
Good Catholic School for your child? 
 

If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 
31 August 2017 please be aware that applications for 
reception class must be completed online with Telford 
and Wrekin before 15th January 2021.  Each school will 
also require you to complete a School Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF) available from the office.  If you 
would like to speak to a member of our Early Years 
Foundation Team or our Head of School then please 
phone the school on 01952 386160 (St Patrick’s) or 
01952 388222 (St Luke’s) and we would be more than 
happy to talk to you.  
 

Graeme Hawes 

Acting Executive Headteacher 

Blessed Edward Campion School Federation 
 

Louise Evans 

Acting Headteacher, St Luke’s Primary School 
 

Link to Telford and Wrekin Admissions: 

https://www.telford.gov.uk/info/20026/school_admission
s/3247/applying for a place in school 

NOVEMBER LIST MASSES 
Apart from Funeral Masses, all the Masses that will be 
celebrated in November will be offered for those whose 
names are in the parish’s Book of Remembrance and 
November Dead List. 

 

YEAR OF PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH 
With all the problems surrounding COVID-19 and the 
need to keep others and ourselves safe, the Bishop 
asks us to keep a Year of Prayer to St Joseph, Patron of 
the Universal Church. 
 

The Prayer: 
 

The Heavenly Father chose you, St Joseph, to be the 
husband of the Holy Mother of God, and to watch over 

His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In times of joy and trial, pray for us so that we too can 
recognise the loving plan of the Eternal Father, who 
always works for the good of those who love Him. 

 

Teach us, Guardian of the Holy Family, to be attentive to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit; and to draw closer to 
the Lord Jesus in all the circumstances of our lives and, 

above all, in the mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 
 

At the last, pray for us that we may happily join you, the 
just and faithful servant, to praise God forever in the 

company of Our Lady and all the saints. 
 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SECOND NATIONAL LOCKDOWN 
The churches remain in lockdown, meaning that we 
cannot open to celebrate Sunday or weekday Masses.  
The only exception being Requiem Masses and Funeral 
Services within the limitation of numbers provided in 
guidance for places of worship (no more than thirty can 
be present). 
 

Happily, churches can open as places for personal 
prayer where appropriate with all necessary Covid 
safety measures, including stewarding.  Thanks to our 
volunteer stewards, St Patrick’s church will be able 
to open on Tuesdays for one hour from 12:00hrs to 
13:00hrs.  It has not been possible to make necessary 
arrangements to open on Saturdays.  We still hope to 
arrange for making Mass available on Zoom once we 
upgrade our internet connection in early December – 
and have mastered the technology! 

 
ONLINE GIVING TO THE PARISH 

For those Parishioners who normally give in the 
collection at Mass and wish to help the Parish at this 
time, an online donation page to allow you to donate to 
the Parish is available. 
 

For Our Lady’s parishioners: 
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-
donator/page/OurLadyoftheRosary&StLukeTelford2196 
 

For St Patrick’s parishioners: 
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-
donator/page/stpatricktelforddioceseofshrewsbury2177 
 

Please be aware that a minimum donation of £5 is 
requested if giving in this way. 
 

You can also Gift Aid your donation to help the Parish 
further. 

https://www.telford.gov.uk/info/20026/school_admissions/3247/applying%20for%20a%20place%20in%20school
https://www.telford.gov.uk/info/20026/school_admissions/3247/applying%20for%20a%20place%20in%20school
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-donator/page/OurLadyoftheRosary&StLukeTelford2196
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-donator/page/OurLadyoftheRosary&StLukeTelford2196
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-donator/page/stpatricktelforddioceseofshrewsbury2177
https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-donator/page/stpatricktelforddioceseofshrewsbury2177


If you want to Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box 
shown on the screen even if you have previously 
completed a Gift Aid Declaration form in favour of the 
Parish for regular giving made by Offertory Envelope or 
Standing Order. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
 

FOR A CHANGE – A “HOMILY” FOR TODAY! 
Perhaps really – a thought for today on the Gospel: 
 

One of the most unfair scenes of the gospel is painted in 
the Story of the man who went abroad and left three of 
his servants with varying amounts of money to be 
looked after.  Two of them got handsome returns on the 
investment while the other simply stored the money 
away. 
 

You can’t help feeling sorry for the servant who buried 
his talent.  The other two servants were probably shrewd 
businessmen who knew how to get a good return on the 
money.  At least the one who buried his talent was able 
to give back exactly what he had received without loss, 
even if it gained no interest.  But when the master 
returned, this servant was left in disgrace. 
 

If there was nothing more to the story, then it would be 
rather confusing, and would seem to conflict with the all-
embracing attitude that Jesus exhibits in the gospel.  But 
there is more. 
 

Perhaps a clue is given when we hear that the master 
gave varying amounts of money to each servant “in 
proportion to his ability.”  He didn’t expect ten talents 
back from the one who had been given three, any more 
than he expected one back from the man given five.  He 
knew what they were each capable of, and his dis-
appointment was not with the amounts, but the effort. 
 

The whole episode teaches us two lasting truths.  The 
first is that in our Christian lives we can never let our 
talents languish.  Whatever has been given to us by God 
is intended for the building up of the Body of Christ.  It’s 
a tragic frustration of God’s design if we are a talented 
singer, a gifted organist, an accomplished administrator, 
a natural with children, a sure-footer with the elderly, 
and we know it but don’t use it for the benefit of others. 
 

The second truth balances the first.  When we have 
been working flat out with the talents we have, then is 
the time to remember that it is only in the power of the 
Holy Spirit that we can accomplish anything of value.  
God invites us not to hold back, to give of our best.  But 
our best is made possible only because we are filled 
with the Spirit. 
 

So, at the end of the day’s work, we do not look for a 
rapturous round of applause.  We do what we do 
because God has gifted us “in proportion to our ability”.  
And, after all, it’s what the master will expect when he 
returns. 
 

LET US KNOW YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS 
Fr Alban has begun using e-mail addresses to keep in 
touch with parishioners and to circulate the Newsletter.  
If you are not yet receiving parish updates let us know 
your email address and you too can be included.  Send 
an email to ccntelford@gmail.com and we shall keep 
you abreast of the latest news and updates all in the 
comfort of your own home!. 

THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
The Eucharistic Congress, scheduled to take place in 
Bucharest in 2020, has been deferred to September 
2021.  As part of the preparation for this event, the 
International Organising Committee is inviting all 
Catholics to mark the Feast of Christ the King by joining 
in a time of adoration and prayer on Saturday, 21st 
November 2020.  All the information needed to do so 
can be accessed via this link: 
https://www.iec2020.hu/en/news-press/7th-worldwide-
adoration-and-prayer-21st-november 

 
SAFEGUARDING 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Abuse in the Catholic 
Church in England and Wales Report was published last 
week.  The bishops will be meeting this week to discuss 
the recommendations alongside the Ian Elliot Review 
into safeguarding across the Church in England and 
Wales. 
  

A national press conference is expected to be convened 
on 20th November with two bishops, two representatives 
of Religious Orders and safeguarding experts. 
 

We pray for all those who have been affected by abuse 
at the hands of others and pray that the Church will do 
all in its power to work for the good of all. 
 

ST CECILIA 
Normally her feast is celebrated on 22nd November, but 
with next Sunday’s big celebration… 
Cecilia was a Roman woman who 
married Valerius, probably in the 
third century.  Valerius and his 
brother were martyred and Cecilia 
was arrested and executed for 
trying to bury them.  One of the 
catacombs in Rome depicts her in 
a traditional pose, lying on the 
ground with one finger out-
stretched on one hand, and three on the other, a 
reference to her faith in the three-in-one Godhead.  
Because of references that she “sang in her heart to 
Christ”, she is honoured as the patron saint of musicians 
 

SOME WORDS OF WISDOM 
It seems that the servant who buried his talent must 
eventually have reached Massachusetts in the United 
States: 

There was an old man of Nantucket 
Who kept all his cash in a bucket, 
But his daughter, named Nan, 
Ran away with a man, 
And as for the bucket, Nantucket. 

(An American “witty ditty”) 
 

The real tragedy of life is not in 
being limited to one talent, but in 
the failure to use the one talent. 

(Edgar W. Work) 
 

No one respects a talent that is concealed. 
(Erasmus) 

 

Alas for those who never sing, 
but die with all their music in them. 

(Oliver Wendall Holmes) 

 

mailto:ccntelford@gmail.com
https://www.iec2020.hu/en/news-press/7th-worldwide-adoration-and-prayer-21st-november
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THE 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

FIRST READING                   (Wisdom 6:12-16) 
 

A reading from the book of Proverbs 
 

A perfect wife — who can find her?  She is far beyond 
the price of pearls.  Her husband’s heart has 
confidence in her, from her he will derive no little 
profit.  Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the 
days of her life.  She is always busy with wool and 
with flax, she does her work with eager hands.  She 
sets her hand to the distaff, her fingers grasp the 
spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor, she 
opens her arms to the needy.  Charm is deceitful, and 
beauty empty; the woman who is wise is the one to 
praise.  Give her a share in what her hands have 
worked for, and let her works tell her praises at the 
city gates. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 127 
 

Response: O blessed are those who 

fear the Lord. 
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.  R/ 
 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table.  R/ 
 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
in a happy Jerusalem 
all the days of your life.  R/ 

 

SECOND READING         (Thess. 4:13-18)  
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 
 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, 

brothers, about “times and seasons” since you know 

very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come 

like a thief in the night.  It is when people are saying, 

“How quiet and peaceful it is” that the worst suddenly 

happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a 

pregnant woman; and there will be no way for 

anybody to evade it. 
 

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for 
that Day to overtake you like a thief.  No, you are all 
sons of light and sons of the day; we do not belong to 
the night or to darkness, so we should not go on 
sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake 
and sober. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Even if you have to die, says the Lord, 
keep faithful, and I will give you 
the crown of life. 
Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL        (Matthew 25:1-13) 
 

The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples:  “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad 
who summoned his servants and entrusted his 
property to them.  To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his 
ability.  Then he set out. 
 

“The man who had received the five talents promptly 
went and traded with them and made five more.  The 
man who had received two made two more in the 
same way.  But the man who had received one went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 
 

“Now a long time after, the master of those servants 
came back and went through his accounts with them.  
The man who had received the five talents came 
forward bringing five more.  ‘Sir’, he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that 
I have made.’ 
 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 
things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in 
your master's happiness.’  Next the man with two 
talents came forward.  ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with two talents; here are two more that I have 
made.’  His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in 
small things, I will trust you with greater; come and 
join in your master’s happiness.’  Last came forward 
the man who had the one talent. ‘Sir,’ said he, ‘I had 
heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your 
talent in the ground.  Here it is; it was yours, you have 
it back.’  But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 
and lazy servant!  So you knew that I reap where I 
have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered?  Well then, you should have deposited my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have recovered my capital with interest.  So now, 
take the talent from him and give it to the man who 
has the five talents.  For everyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have more than enough; but 
from the man who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away.  As for this good-for-nothing servant, 
throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth.’” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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